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From Author to Reader

GreaT truths that were suppressed and well-nigh forgotten
in the period of the great departure following the triumphant
expansion of the Early Church have been recovered one by one.
And these majestic truths, once restored, have never since been
lost. Biblical proofs have been assembled around them. Logical
reasoning has buttressed them. Historical evidence has cast con-
firmatory light upon them. Men of conscience have suffered
persecution for promulgating them. Others began more and
more to embrace them, and adherents grew and spread.

Thus it has been with the recovery of the vital truth of

- Conditionalism traced in this volume. The tide of restoration
has progressed much as the tide rises on the beach—by a s
of alternate flowings and ebbings. Sometimes an idea seems to
lose ground for a time—as when the waters recede—only to
return and advance. But gradually and inevitably truth prevails.
This is the continuing testimony of the pages that follow.
Along with this is the intriguing thought that books were
once men. This is literally true, for books are but the crystal-
lized, abiding expression of the inner convictions of living,
thinking men. Books were once thoughts ranging through the
minds and hearts of living personalities. From incipient seed
thoughts they grew and developed, were roughed out and organ-
jzed, revised and recast, polished and perfected—and ultimately
christened with a name, and sent forth in materialized, perma-
nent, printed form to bear their witness.
Major books are the fruition of years of study, sometimes of
a lifetime of research and preparation. The worth-while books
of religious history were the product of much prayer and toil
and sweat and tears, and often involved the suffering and
conflict of men of conviction. They were frequently written
under a sense of compulsion, with a feeling of necessity for

11



12 CONDITIONALIST FAITH

declaring or illuminating a fresh facet of recovered truth.
This men have felt impelled to share with others in printed
form, thus to advance the cause of truth and to bless their fellow

22222,

In times past the writing and issuance of such books re-
sulted in persecution, or perchance the imprisonment, of the
writer. At times their issuance Jed even to martyrdom because
of the hostility of those who rejected their message. In other
instances these book children of the mind and heart, embodying
the very life blood and convictions of their writers, have suc-
ceeded in changing the concepts of thousands. At times they
have shifted the thought currents of history. Such books have
been valiant champions for truth and molders of thought.

Books of this sort are not dead things—mere paper, ink,
and binding, dusty and musty—and should never be regarded
as such. They are not merely lifeless objects, with meaningless
titles and messages. Each worth-while product is the continuing
projection of a personality, who being dead yet speaketh—a
molding, motivating force.

In this second volume of Conditionalist Faith, covering the
bulk of the Christian era, we have sought to recapture the pul-
sating life and personality behind the witnesses we here present
by resetting them in the framework of their own times and cir-
cumstances, and tracing the effect that their writings have pro-
duced in the lives of others. We shall seek to invest them with
their inherent human interest, and reveal the weight of their
influence on the course of human thought and the cause of
living truth.

In other words, we shall fit them into their proper bio-
graphical and historical settings, humanizing them so their
authors may again speak forth their convictions to us today, and
take their rightful place in the line of witnesses to the great
truth of Conditionalism that we here trace across the centuries.
Its course is onward today. LE Roy Epwin FrooMm

Washington, D.C.



PART I

. From Repression and Obscurity

to Restoration

(600 to 1800)






CHAPTER ONE

Sundry Voices
Break General Medieval Silence

By the sixth century the Innate Immortality concept of
Tertullian and of Augustine of Hippo had become the pre-
ponderant view, particularly in the West. And with it the
corollary of unending life in inescapable misery for the unre-
pentant sinner had become established. Nevertheless, accord-
ing to Charles A. Swainson, former canon of Chichester and
professor of divinity at Cambridge,’ the teaching of Conditional
Immortality persisted in _some of the churches for several cen-
turies after the time of fourth-century Athanasius, and sporad-
ically came to the surface.

One notable seventh-century example was SoPHRONIUS (c.
560-638), learned monk of Damascus, who later removed to
Palestine. He was noted as an ecclesiastical writer and teacher
and tireless champion of orthodoxy, who became patriarch of
Jerusalem in 634. He was, in fact, the presiding bishop when
Jerusalem fell to the Saracenic Muslims about 637. And it was

he who was compelled to sign the humiliating capitulation of
the city.

Sophronius was conspicuous for his learning, and was the
principal opponent of Monothelitism, which held to a single
nature for Christ. Soon after his elevation to the patriarchate,

1 Charles A. Swainson, The Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds. Their Literary History, pp.
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Left: Sophronius (d. 638), Patriarch of Jerusalem—Asserts Immortality a Gift. Center: Averroes (d.
1198), Arabian Philosopher of Cordova—Challenges Innate Immortality of the Soul. Right: Nicholas,
Medieval Greek Bishop—Declared Against Neoplatonic Philosophy.

Sophronius wrote a lengthy synodical (or pastoral) letter pro--
testing against the heresies and errors opposed to the purer
faith and setting forth his views on the Trinitarian and Chris-
tological questions still under discussion at the time. This even
included the immortality issues, wherein he denied the Innate
Immortality position on the soul. This treatise he sent to the
pope, but was reproved therefor Monothehtlsm with its in-
volvements, w N 2 lisrieer o A Aiviciva fec
Emperor Heraclius issued an edict—the famous Ecthesis,
r “Profession of Faith”—in answer to Sophronius, designed
to end the discussion. Sophronius, in turn, promised he would
refrain from further public expression and from participation
in all public disputes. But before Sophronius’ death the em-
peror sent an emissary to Rome to demand a solemn condemna-
tion of Monothelitism. Two synods at Constantinople (in 638
and 639) adopted the Ecthesis, or “Profession,” but in remote
provinces it met with considerable resistance. So in 648 the
emperor issued an edict commanding silence. Thus the ques-
tion of Monothelitism was repressed for a time, and Sophronius’
missive lay dormant for several decades.

zH. J. Schroeder, Disciplinary Decrees of the General Councils, Text Translation, and
Commentary, pp. 136,
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1
Emperor Constantine Pogonatus, seeking to restore harmony
between East and West, called the third Council of Constan-
tinople (the sixth Ecumenical), which was convened in the
imperial palace. At this time a certain Macarius was under
trial and cross-examination for his belief in Monothelitism,
which pertains to the divine and human nature. And in con-
nection therewith the twenty-one-page synodical letter of the

. . -
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THE GRANT OF Gobn.—Then in 680

the record of the eleventh session.’ In this Sophronius suc-
cinctly stated the true faith concerning immortality to be this:

“Men’s souls have not a natural immortality, it is by the gift of God
that they receive the grant of immortality and incorruptibility.”

That was a startlingly clear and definitive statement for
such a time, and from such a source and place.

2. ReEaDp INTO A GENERAL CounciL REecorp.—The back-
ground of the episode is simply this: The elements of Neo-
platonism—with its theology based on the spiritualizing prin-
ciple of interpretation and its concept of the Innate Immor-
tality—had to some extent also crept into the Greek Church.
But according to Du Pin, Sophronius “opposed the error as
springing up at Alexandria,” * and attributed to Origen the
introduction of such an opinion into the church. Sophronius
was apparently one of the first patriarchs to oppose it,’ thus
coming under considerable criticism and restriction.

So the question of Conditional Immortality, repressed
for a time in this hazy period, now began to be brought out
into the open again. And the Conditionalist faith of Sophronius,
Patriarch of Jerusalem, was read into the record of the General
Council of Constantinople in 680.

3 Swainson, oﬁ. cit., pp- 249, 250.

4 Ibid., p. 250. {Based on the cited source records of Jean Harduin, Acta Conciliorum,
vol. 3, pp. 1258, 1282¢; and Philippe Labbé, Concordia Chronologia, p. B8lc.) See also
Er,nm?anuelol;etavel, The Problem of Immortality, p. 243; and F. A, Freer, To Live or Not to

twe? p.

5 Lewis Ellies Du Pin, ‘“Sophronius,”” A New History of Ecclesiastical Writers, vol. 4,

. ’ 8 Ibid., gl] 17, 18. Preserved in J. D. Mansi, Sacrorum Conciliorum Nova, et Amplis-
sima Collectio X, i sq.: and Charles J. Hefele, A History of the Councils of the Church
From the Original Documents, vol. 5, pp. 158-166,
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I1. Arabian Philosopher Averroés Projects Crisis

Then came AVERROES, or Abul Walid Muhammed ben
Ahmad ibn Roshd (c. 1126-1198), most celebrated of all me-
dieval Arabian philosophers, of Cordova, Spain. He was equally

esteemed in Christian and Arabian circles, and was not only
a nthu*mn and illustrious commentator on Aristotle but a

PASLAERAA Sa als SoirazaaiifaaldRiRS =

recogmzed jurist, as well as author of numerous works. And
he was conspicuously competent in both Islamic and Aristo-
telian philosophy. As a result he came to exert a marked influ-
ence on the *“soul” controversy of the centuries, injecting an
element into the discussion that continued on to Protestant
Reformation times. Averroés was recognized as one of the out-
standmg thinkers of the day, sometimes being called “the

ine. {Picture on nace 16)
llll‘sl \L ‘\4‘-“ A r 6 F S VY l

But this Arabian peripatetic (follower of Aristotle) created
consternation by challenging the Innate Immortality of the
soul, thereby becoming a symbol of the concept that both body
and soul “ceased to live when they died.” There were other
factors, but that was the offensive one. And for more than
three centuries almost all who held to the sleep of the soul had
the epithet of “Averréist” hurled at them. Scholarly historian
Peter Bayle says, “He taught the mortality of the human soul,”
and that man does not have an eternal nature that never dies.’

Averroés was for a time professor at the University of
Morocco, with the brilliant Jewish Maimonides, to be noted

shortly, as one of his star pupils. And in his home town (Cor-
r‘ntra\, ag nvre]] i Sav ]ln’ he hald twr~ hinh ~Aficac rhiaf

.
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magistrate and chief religious leader. Furthermore, since he
was the outstanding commentator on the philosophy of Aris-
totle, by the thirteenth century his treatise became the standard
textbook not only in Moslem circles, but in Christian univer-
sities as well, including the university of Padua, Italy, and the

Sorbonne in Paris, then the chief theological school of Chris-

7 Peter Bayle, Dictionary Hz.rtoncal and Critical (2d ed 1734), vol 1, PP, 552-561;
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rom Briicker’s Historia Critica osophiae, pp. 430-432; Ernest Renan, Averroes et
’Averroesme Essat historique, pp. 119-125.
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tendom. According to Prof. Ezra Abbot, librarian of Harvard

a century 2go0:

“The commentaries of Averroés on Aristotle were so famous in the
Middle Ages that they gained for him the title of ‘the Soul of Aristotle’
and ‘the commentator.” He maintained the unity of the intellectual prin-
ciple, and rejected_the_doctrine of individual immortality.” ®

It is to be remembered that Arabic, or Moorish, erudition
was pre-eminent in the Middle Ages and profoundly influenced
the learning of the Western world.’ It definitely molded the
scholasticism of the Middle Ages, for the church was commit-
ted to a philosophic faith, and bent her energies to harmoniz-
ing faith and reason on that basis. But the reasoning that came
from philosophy was received to no small degree through
Arabian channels, with religious faith having its acknowledged
source in ecclesiastical authority.

The challenges of Averroés as to the traditional immor-
tality of the soul postulate created a panic in Islamic circles.
They were, of course, in direct conflict with the Mohammedan
concept of a paradise of eternal delights and a hell of endless
torment on which the Koran dilates. Averroés was blindly de-
voted to Aristotle and the Aristotelian doctrine of the soul,
more so than to the religion of Mohammed.

Though celebrated for his personal virtues, Averroes was
nevertheless charged with heresy concerning the soul. He was
condemned by the caliph, and his goods and estate were con-
fiscated. Because of his views he was banished to the Jewish
quarters of Cordova. Fleeing to Fez, he was nevertheless quickly
seized and imprisoned. Some argued that he deserved death, but
milder counsel prevailed, and instead he was placed at the gate
of the Mosque, where the devout might spit in his face on the
way to their prayers. He was forced under pressure to “recant.”

HAawever 1
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de turned, and in time he was again made

8 Ezra Abbot, Literature of the Doctrine of a Future Life, Appendix to William R.
ﬁgg;, ThelsDestmy of the Soul. A Critical History of the Doctrine of a Future Life (10th ed.,
, no. 15,
® Charles F. Hudson, Debt and Grace as related to the Doctrine of a Future Life,
pp. 342-345; alse “The Arabs in Spain,” Dublin University Magazine, June, 1835



20 CONDITIONALIST FAITH

governor and restored by royal mandate. Such was his strange

carecer.

“Averr01sm as related to immortalism was thus a new

“heresy” to be refuted in Christian ci

Aquinas, the “Angelic Doctor,” wrote one of his books But
scholastic philosophy was for centuries divided on this very
question—the “ “Thomists,” or followers of Aquinas, affirming
the soundness of the philosophic form of faith, and the ‘Scot-
sts,” ”’ the followers of Duns Scotus, the “Subtle Doctor,” deny-
1ng it. Scotus maintained that 1mmorta11ty is not provable by
the light of nature and philosophy alone, but must rest on
divine revelation for conclusive evidence. Scotus went so far
_as to aver that those who reposed the burden for their faith
elsewhere were unworthy of the name Christian. Nature and
reason offered probabilities but not proofs. On such a basis
they might believe but they could not know.”
‘ So it was that the “defection’” of Averroés came profoundly
to affect scholastic Christianity. But by the ﬁfteenth and six-
teenth centuries the disciples of Aristotle were divided into
two sects—the Averrdists and the Alexandrians. Thus it was
that finally, in 1513, Leo X felt compelled to issue his epochal
bull instructing the philosophers not to teach the mortality -
of the soul, as will later be noted, declaring that the distinction
that had been made between the deductions of reason and the
decrees of the church, and which had now come under cen-
sure, were invalid. So Leo X, sustained by the Fifth Lateran
Council, came to declare the immortality of the soul an article
of the Catholic faith. This will take on added significance as
we come to Pomponatius of Italy, who lived in the time just
preceding Luther. Thus much by way of a flash preview.

HI. Greek Bishop Nicholas—Immortality Is Gift of God

Amid the enshrouding darkness of the twelfth century

. LS el

that covered Europe, occasional gleams of light, though faint,
continued to shine forth in different places—vestiges of that

10 Hudson, op. cit., p. 344.
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earlier faith on the nature of man, reappearing from time to
time. One such was Nicuoras, Greek bishop of Methone, in
Messenia, called by Neander ‘“‘the greatest theologian of his
time.” * Significantly, his principal work was a refutation of
Proclus, one of the last of the pagan Neoplatonic philosophers
—with all that such a position involved. Nicholas rose above
popular opinien to declare against the triumph of Neoplatonic
philosophy that had become so widespread, with the tomb of
the past primitive faith now virtually sealed by declarations of
popes and councils. Here is one of Nicholas’ terse utterances
breaking significantly out of the general silence:

“When any created being is eternal, it is not so by itself, not in itself,
not for itself, but by the goodness of God; for all that is made and created

has a beginning, and retains its existence only through the goodness of
the Creator.” **

And again. “There are souls that perish.” * (See page 16.)
TS
IV. Leading Medieval Rabbis Maintain Final Extinction of Wicked
Turning again to Jewry, we find that some of the greatest
lights of the rabbinical succession, spread over the medieval
period, denied the indefeasible immortality of all souls, hold-
ing that immortality is limited to the righteous only. And they
similarly denied the eternal torment of the incorrigibly wicked,
believing in their ultimate exclusion from life eternal, and
holding that the most dreadful of all punishments is final
extinction and deprivation of being.
Most conspicuous among these was MOSES MAIMONIDES,
or \MOSES BEN MA1M0N>(1131-1204) , oreatest of the medieval

Jewish rabbis. Born in Cordova, Spain, conspicuous for learn-

ing and ability, and master of the intricacies of Jewish theology,
he was called the “Eagle of the Doctors,” a second Moses. He
was skilled in medicine and astronomy as well, was adept in
Christian philosophy, and had a special fondness for Aristotle
—which. is significant. He was likewise versed in the lore of

u Petavel, op. cit., p. 244. .
12 Quoted’ in K. R. Hagenbach, Compendium of the History of Doctrines, vol. 2,

pp. 4, 5. .
13 Quoted in Petavel, op. cit., p. 244,
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IR AR
Left: Maimonides (d. 1204), Greatest of Medieval Rabbis——Teacht_as Comple.te
Excision of Wicked. Center: Abravanel (d. 1508), Statesman-Theologian of Spain

—Second Death Is Annihilation. Right: Manasseh (d. 1657), Rabbi of Amsterdam
—Wicked Souls Cut Off.

antiquity, and was the star pupil of Averroés,” whom he greatly
admired—another significant relationship.

After the Mohammedan invasion, Maimonides wandered
furtively through Spain, Palestine, and Northern Africa, at

times havineo to conceal his religions identitv, He finallv settled

CALIALG iilsVaiig LASLALLGRR LLAS ARl Lo AL EaLALY et

in Egypt in 1165, and there became court physician to the
reigning sultan, as well as serving as Chief Rabbi of Egypt.
Maimonides was called ‘“The Second Lawgiver,” and there was
a saying that “from Moses [the lawgiver] to Moses [Maimon-
ides] there was none such as Moses.” He is also to be remem-
bered for his calendar reforms.

Maimonides established a school in Fostat (Old Cairo),
and made a profound and lasting impression upon all Jewry.
He established the right of free investigation, and stood out
against the contention of an absolute rabbinical authority. He

was the author of numerous works, and his Guide to the Per-

plexed (in Hebrew, Moreh Nebuchim) was undoubtedly his
leading production. In this he sought to harmonize rabbinical
teaching with philosophy, particularly of the Aristotelian school.
Another treatise was Repetition of the Law (in Hebrew, Mish-
neh Torah), a systematic exposition of the Pentateuch, dealing
with the main principles of the beliefs and ethics of the Jews.®

e __ 10
14 See page 18.

15 Abbot, op. cit., nos. 1931, 1931a.
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He was the first to condense the dogmatic tenets of Juda-
ism into Thirteen Articles of Faith—a confession of faith which
occupies a position in Jewry similar to that of the Apostles’
Creed in Christendom. Every loval Jew was expected to repeat
it daily, and he who called into question any one of the Thir-
teen Articles would come under the penalty of excommunica-
tion, and would lose all share in the life (world)} to come.
Maimonides therefore spoke with unequaled authority.

1. Mamonipes TEeAcHEs CoMPLETE ‘“‘EXCISION” OF
WickeD.—Maimonides taught that immortality is for the
righteous only, with ultimate destruction for the wicked. He
believed that the material world is to be destroyed, with the
wicked involved in that utter destruction and ending in final
deprivation of being. Those unworthy of life would not live
forever, but would be “cut off” and “perish,” and the soul
would ultimately be extinguished.

The worst of all punishments, Maimonides held, is Kareth,
which means “excision,” or complete destruction.” It is a death
from which there is no return, a ruin which admits of no
reparation. Evil men are to be destroyed body, soul, and
spirit.” On the contrary, some rabbis, such as Saadia ben
Joseph (d. 942), of Sura, Babylonia, had believed in the eter-
nity of hell torments. And there was marked opposition to
‘Maimonides by such.

He was, in fact, denounced as a rationalist by the tradi-
tionalists of his day, who held that the commands of God did
not have their foundation in reason, but were of purely arbi-

i LS Jii; 1

trary authority. To offer a reason for any divine command was,
by such, considered impertinent and impious. The opposi-
tion was most violent in France and in parts of Spain. Some
of the leaders of the synagogues in France interdicted Maimon-
ides and burned his books because, among other charges, he

16 F, W. Farrar, Eternal Hope, p. 212,

17 Farrar believes that Maimonides derived his view from the famous passage in the
Talmud (Rosh Haskanah 17), which states ‘‘that after twelve months of expiation, the bodies of
the wicked cease to exist, their soul is burned, and a wind scatters these cinders under the
feet of the just.”’—Ibid.
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opposed the concept of the eternal torment of the wicked. But
his position and his influence in general remained unimpeached.
Here are Maimonides’ exact words on the fate of the

wicked:

“The punishment which awaits the wicked man is that he will have
no part in eternal life, but will die, and be utterly destroyed. He will not


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































